Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction

Approved Minutes

Friday, May 29, 2009

1. Sociology Minor Revision (guest: Paul Bellair)

· Introduction (Harder) Dept of Sociology has 3 current minors (Sociology with approximately 100 students; Soc Stratification and Inequality, which is undersubscribed and in need of revision; and Criminology, which has successful enrollments.) Soc is proposing to revise the 3 existing minors and to add a new minor named “Health and Society”; The CCI subcommittee on Sciences was impressed with proposals and rationales and feels changes can attract more students.

a. “Soc Stratification and Inequality”  minor is proposing a name change to “Inequality and Society” to make the name of the minor more appealing and understandable to students. Also, the structure of this minor has been revised substantially, leaving students with 2 electives from a long list.

b. The newly titled “Criminology and Criminal Justice Studies” minor provides more depth in Criminal Justice system. The name change also mirrors the recently approved renaming of the major.

c. The New Health and Society minor reflects new faculty areas and student interest.

d. Subcommittee was initially unclear about 100-level rules and was concerned with differences among 4 minors with Soc 100 requirement. Upon further reflection, it was decided that nearly everyone that goes into a Soc minor has already had 101 and also, 101 is now included on every minor. 

A&S Guidelines for minors state the following with regard to 100-level courses on a minor: 
2. The inclusion of 100-level courses, X94 (group studies) courses, or introductory courses designed to meet the General Education Curriculum (GEC) is discouraged. For every fivecredit hours of 100-level course work on the minor, the minimum total (20) required for theminor is increased by five. (2008-09 Operations Manual, 20)
· Rationale (Bellair)

a. Now minors include methods course (488) which is a rigorous course

b. Revision is based on revision of Soc and CJ majors

c. The Sociology department was surprised to see Soc minor outperforming CJ minor because there are more Soc majors.  Soc program netted most minors so they were hesitant to change this traditional minor because of student demand.

d. CJ minor: Dept felt they could get better enrollments in minor and have tried to organized broadly to facilitate revision

e. Inequality and Society minor: 

i. typo include new name on minor advising sheet

ii. Min of 20 credit hours

iii. All 5 credit hour courses, 101 is only non-200-level or above course.

iv. Make boilerplate language on right hand side advising sheets consistent with 25 credit hour minimums

f. Internship credit does not count on minors. Because dept. is expecting increased enrollment in internship class as it is a new major requirement, internship course was left off minor so as to facilitate demand among majors. Sts may still take it but won’t count toward minors.

g. Q: Why must students consult with departmental advisors? Program is well- staffed in advising encourages students to consult advisors. This system has been in place historically and has worked well for students. It could change in the future as undergrad student population has become more savvy in understanding of requirements and restrictions, but dept still likes this clause for now.

Subcommittee approval stands as motion to approve

2nd Vaessin

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED

CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences Subcommittee

Approved Minutes

Tuesday, May 12, 2009
1. Sociology Minor Revision

· Clarification on contingencies

· The motion (4/7/09) was that 101 not be included as an elective or requirement in the minor, and to remove the statement that it will not increase the credit hours for the minor.  

· It was found that 101’s can be used in minors, though they are discouraged.  Research could not bring forward documentation of that supposed rule.

· Sociology’s inclusion of 101 was based on recruiting minors from that class.  It did not add extraneous hours to the minor.  

· Is 101 appropriate for a minor, which is supposed to be a more rigorous treatment of a 4- or 5-course cluster?  Keeping it in there could make it misleading to students who have to take an additional 5 credit hours.

· Motion to 1) remove the two contingencies approved on 4/7/09, i.e., Sociology was instructed to remove the statement in the proposal about not increasing credit hours and 2) remove 101 as a required and/or elective within the Sociology minor proposals and 3) approve the Sociology minor as submitted 
Fredal, Mumy - UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences Subcommittee

Approved Minutes

Tuesday, April 07, 2009


1. Sociology minor revision

· This was sent back previously, revolving around the issue of Soc 101 as an elective

· Their response is that 20 of the 25 hrs will be non-100 level coursework

· Basic substance: no complaints here regarding that

· Does the response satisfy the committee?

· Some sense of false advertising here: if you take 101 you still need to have 5 courses beyond that 

· In soc strat & ineq: that is 25 hrs without 101

· By faculty rule, depts. cannot use 101 as an elective in the minor

MOTION TO APPROVE WITH CONTINGENCY: 101 not be included as an elective or a requirement in any minor- could be a prereq to the minor but cannot count it (could recommend it), and as it goes forth the proposal must remove the statement that it will not increase the credit hours for the minor- Harder, Fredal- UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences Subcommittee

Approved Minutes

Monday, February 09, 2009


1. Sociology minor

· Adding a minor (in health), changing 2 minor names and taking some general sociology courses and tailor the courses more to the topics

· Does not add more credit hours; 101 is not a prereq for many of these; students will still 

· 511, 629 and 630 have 487 & 488 as prereqs- will check if prereqs changed

· ADDED AFTER THE MEETING: Todd Bitters: The prerequisite for Sociology 511, 629, and 630 is now listed as:  5 credit hours in Sociology at the 200 - 400 level or graduate standing
· Rationale includes having more faculty to teach these new courses; crim minor is more attractive with this tailoring and already has a huge major following

· 101 listed as elective- can a 101 fulfill a minor?  No. Take 101 off the elective list (or provide rationale for why they should keep it on there)
· More focused curriculum, good alternative for students including premed

· Minor can be attained with Soc 101 plus 20 cr hour of these courses, or 25 credits (minus 101)- must standardize the minor- some can do it in 20, some 25.  Do they really want a 20 cr hr minor with 101?
SENT BACK WITH RECOMMENDATIONS ABOVE- general sense is we were happy with the changes; unanimously approved
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences Curriculum Committee

Approved Minutes

January 13, 2009

1. Sociology Minor Program revision 

· Part 3 of the sociology curriculum revisions, following the major program, prerequisites for undergrad and upper level courses in particular- the main focus is to find ways to make the minor programs more interesting and stimulate demand; currently 3 minors: sociology minor, criminology & social strat/inequality; the soc minor enrolls the most students (sp08- 105), which enrolls more than Crim, seen as odd given that the Crim major enrolls more than Soc major; Psych students are the most often Soc minor recipients, others are from Poli Sci, Comm & Social Work; enrollment in social strat/inequality minor is 1 student right now (probably more when degree audits occur) (perhaps because the current requirements are nearly identical with the Soc major, which has an established name brand with it)- this current structure was developed and proposed years ago, perhaps because the interdisciplinary minors were proliferated at the time; the current minors were set up with the mini-major philosophy (not based on enrollments at the time)

· Changes: Leaving sociology minor as is; change other 2 minors more substantively based and add the Health and Society minor program; there are no credit hr requirement changes (25 hr); potential reason for lack of enrollment- students may not know what social strat and inequality is so decision was to change title to inequality and society, and change title of Crim minor to match Crim major title: Criminology and Criminal Justice Studies; 3 core courses for the 3-non-Soc tracks; removal of research methods course for these minors because most of the programs where the minors are coming from already have a methods course

· Benchmark institutional data shows not much homogeneity across institutions as Wisconsin has interdisciplinary concentrations rather than minors, UCLA has no minors but immersion programs/course clusters,;25 hr requirement falls a bit below other minor-granting institutions and much variation within Big 10 programs (20 hr is the minimum) but making hours larger is counter-productive to increasing enrollment; undergraduate advisors began to talk with students and they seemed to like the idea, preferring not take an additional research methods course 

· Low enrollment in Crim rationale- seems unequal to the previous statement stating 67 enrollees in Spring 2008. Sociology minor has about 105 enrollees in the same quarter; that is what that statement is getting at; perhaps underperforming is a better language
· Is it wise to submit in 1 package and send them out, in case 1 flies through and another wouldn’t? Administratively 1 meeting is ideal.  If there is delay with 1 or another minor it could hold it up; but seeing them all together as 1 package is more holistic.  

· The revision differentiates the minor programs more substantially

· Under current Crim requirements, it should say 2 electives

· The methods course (488, 549) pulled is not listed in possible electives; but each elective sheet was asked to be differentiated based on substance; will be added to each Appendix A and B

· Intro to Sociology not a requirement for social strat and crim, but it is included in the appendices as electives

· Prereqs for upper level courses are some mid-level courses; not a deceptive attempt to increase the number of credit hours students must take

· Students taking a research methods in another department cannot count that in the sociology suite of minors credit

· Public health minor (allied med or occupational therapy)?  Some contact with those departments especially in relation to the health minor

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
